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Religious Education

Sticklepath Intent

Our curricular aims are to develop Growing Minds that are Curious, Critical

Communicators.

Religious Education at Sticklepath develops in our children a sense of self, through an

exploration of belief, meaning and values. RE will give our children opportunities to explore

and reflect on the ‘Big Questions’ of life. It will equip our children with the knowledge of

British Christian values and world religions, allowing them to critically engage with issues

that affect their world today. Sticklepath children will be taught to appreciate ‘stillness,

reflection and moments of wonder’.

Through the discrete teaching of RE and opportunities across the wider curriculum,

Sticklepath children will develop a growing sense of humanity.  They will experience and

appreciate diversity and difference, developing an outward-looking attitude to their 21st

Century world. Our children will develop their voice to express opinions, value difference

and challenge viewpoints.

We want Sticklepath children to see the complexities of religion and appreciate how

individuals can interpret the same beliefs differently and how religions are constantly

evolving. For example, our KS1 children will develop a sense of curiosity about how

Christmas is celebrated differently across the world. KS2 children may debate whether

religion has made the world a better place.

Sticklepath children will gain a deep understanding of the importance that belief and faith

play in people’s lives, traditions and culture.

At Sticklepath, we actively teach our children to use precise technical and religious

vocabulary, empowering them to communicate their questions and opinions at a

progressive, age appropriate level, building on previous learning.



Key Concepts

These concepts provide a structure to supporting the similarities, differences and absences of different

world beliefs and religions. They do not say, therefore, that all are present in any one religion or world

belief but that it is helpful to consider when comparing them.

God
1. A being or spirit that is worshiped and is believed to have created the universe

2. A being or spirit who is believed to have power over a particular part of nature or who

is believed to represent a particular quality

Belief A strong feeling/attitude/understanding something/somebody exists or is true; that

matters and is valued (see Way of Living)

Faith A strong religious commitment and trust in someone or something

Prayer An act of communication with a God or a deity often in the form of a request, praise,

thanksgiving or meditation.

Rites of

Passage

A religious ceremony or an event that marks an important stage in somebody’s life, their

tradition or culture, e.g. births, marriages, deaths

Celebration Marking identifying events within a religion or faith on a personal, cultural and

world-wide scale e.g. festivals

Symbol A significant person or an object etc. that represents a religious belief, e.g. the cross, the

five Ks of Sikhism

Worship The practice of showing respect or devotion for God or a god, by saying prayers, singing

with others, etc.; a ceremony for this, often in a specific place or privately

Sacred places

or spaces

A building where worship takes place privately or communally; a place of religious

signfiance for the faith or tradition, e.g a mosque, Hajj, Jerusalum

Sources of

Authority

Sacred writings and teachings which set out core beliefs and stories fundamental to a

religion

Creation The act or process of making something that is new, or of causing something to exist that

did not exist before, e.g. how the universe was made

Way of Living That people behave in a certain way because of the beliefs and values that they hold

Morality The degree to which something is right or wrong, good or bad, etc. according to the

principles within their belief or values system

After Life A belief in what happens to a person when they die including ideas such as heaven,

reincarnation.

Spiritual A force or principle believed to animate humans and often to endure after departing from

the body of a person at death; the soul.

*Note that Concepts particular to individual religions or world beliefs are found within the Devon Agreed

Syllabus pages: 137-145



Local Context – The demographics of religion and belief in Devon, Torbay, the region and the nation.



Planning Structure – When planning an RE unit consider these three main strands of enquiry.



Religious Education Progression 
Year
Group 

Knowledge and Understanding Key
Concepts 

Enquiry Skills 

Early
Years 

Discovering

Year 1 Why is Christmas so special for Christians?

How should we care for others and why
does it matter?

Who is Jewish and how do they live?

Symbol
Belief
Celebration
Worship
Sacred
places or
spaces

Exploring

Identify core beliefs and concepts studied and give a simple description of what they mean

Give examples of ways in which believers put their beliefs into practice

Think, talk and ask questions about whether the ideas they have been studying, have
something to say to them

Year 2 Does every child celebrate Christmas?

Why is Easter so special for Christians?

How do festivals and family life show what
matters to Jewish people?

God
Belief
Rites of
Passage
Celebration
Prayer
Worship
Sacred
places or
spaces

Exploring

Give examples of how stories show what people believe (e.g. the meaning behind a festival)

Give clear, simple accounts of what stories and other texts mean to believers

Give examples of how people use stories, texts and teachings to guide their beliefs and
actions

Give a good reason for the views they have and the connections they make

Year 3 What is a special journey?

How and why do people try to make the
world a better place?

Who is a Muslim and how do they live?

Symbol
Belief
Celebration
Worship
Sacred
places or
spaces

Connecting

Identify and describe the core beliefs and concepts studied

Make clear links between texts/ sources of authority and the core concepts studied

Describe how people show their beliefs in how they worship and in the way they live



Identify some differences in how people put their beliefs into practice

Give good reasons for the views they have and the connections they make

Year 4 Who did the angles visit in the nativity story
and what was their message?

Why do Christians call the day Jesus died
‘Good Friday’?

How do festivals and worship show what
matters to a Muslim?

God
Belief
Rites of
Passage
Celebration
Prayer
Worship
Sacred
places or
spaces
After Life

Connecting

Make clear links between texts/ sources of authority and the core concepts studied

Offer informed suggestions about what texts/sources of authority can mean and give
examples of what these sources mean to believers

Make simple links between stories, teachings and concepts studied and how people live,
individually and in communities

Make links between some of the beliefs and practices studied and life in the world today,
expressing some ideas of their own clearly

Raise important questions and suggest answers about how far the beliefs and practices
studied might make a difference to how pupils think and live

Year 5 Why does the bible have two nativity
stories?

What do Hindu’s believe God is like?

Who is a Hindu and how do they live?

Symbol
God
Belief
Rites of
Passage
Celebration
Worship
Sacred
places or
spaces
Sources of
Authority
Creation
Way of
Living
Morality

Connecting

Identify and explain the core beliefs and concepts studied, using examples from
texts/sources of authority in religions

Describe examples of ways in which people use texts/sources of authority to make sense of
core beliefs and concepts

Give meanings for texts/sources of authority studied, comparing these ideas with some
ways in which believers interpret texts/sources
of authority

Make clear connections between what people believe and how they live, individually and in
communities

Using evidence and examples, show how and why people put their beliefs into practice in
different ways, e.g. in different communities, denominations or cultures



Make connections between the beliefs and practices studied, evaluating and explaining
their importance to different people (e.g. believers and atheists)

Reflect on and articulate lessons people might gain from the beliefs/ practices studied,
including their own responses, recognising that others may think differently

Consider and weigh up how ideas studied in this unit relate to their own experiences and
experiences of the world today, developing insights of their own and giving good reasons
for the views they have and the connections they make

Year 6 Has the true meaning and message of
Christmas been lost?

Why did Jesus’ best friends betray him?

Why do some people believe in God and
others don’t?

Belief
Faith
Prayer
Sources of
Authority
Way of Living
Morality
Spiritual
After Life



Sticklepath Community Primary Academy

Whole School R.E. Timetable
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Early Years  

Year 1 Why is Christmas so special for Christians? How should we care for others and why does it
matter?

Who is Jewish and how do they live?

Year 2 Does every child celebrate Christmas? Why is Easter so special for Christians? How do festivals and family life show what matters
to Jewish people?

Year 3 What is a special journey? How and why do people try to make the world a
better place?

Who is a Muslim and how do they live?

Year 4 Who did the angels visit in the nativity story and
what was their message?

Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good
Friday’?

How do festivals and worship show what matters
to a Muslim?

Year 5 Why does the bible have two nativity stories? What do Hindu’s believe God is like? Why do Hindu’s try to be good?

Year 6 Has the true meaning and message of Christmas
been lost?

Why did Jesus’ best friends betray him? Why do some people believe in God and others
don’t?

Vocabulary  


